
Mrs. Olzenôs Recommended Summer Reading 2009 

Grades One & Two  

 
Arnold, Katya.  Elephants can paint, too!  Learn about elephants and how they can paint 

just like human children in this true story of how Katya Arnold teaches painting to kids in 

Brooklyn and Asian elephants in Thailand. 

 
Arnold, Tedd.  Shoo, Fly Guy!  A pet fly searches for his favorite brown, oozy, lumpy, 

smelly food. 

 

Adler, David A.  Young Cam Jansen and the Baseball Mystery.  The baseball            

disappears in the middle of the game!    

 

DiCamillo, Kate.  Mercy Watson Fights Crime.  Mercy the pig's love of buttered toast 

leads to the capture of a small thief who would rather be a cowboy.  Nosy neighbors, 

astonished firemen, a puzzled policeman, and the Watsons return for a new adventure 

about Kate DiCamillo's delightfully single-minded pig. 

 

Hall, Katy.  Puppy Riddles.  A collection of forty-two riddles about puppies. 

 

Hoberman, Mary Ann.  You read to me, I'll read to you: very short stories to read 

together.  These short poems are designed to be read aloud by two voices, with 

occasional parts to share.  

 

McDonald, Megan.  Saving the Liberty Bell.  When John Jacob Mickley accompanies 

his father on a trip to Philadelphia, he discovers that the city is facing a Redcoat attack. 

Next thing he knows, Papa and he have been entrusted with a top-secret mission. 

 

O'Malley, Kevin.  Once Upon a Cool Motorcycle Dude.   A girl imagines a beautiful 

princess whose beloved ponies are being stolen by a giant, and a boy conjures up the 

muscular biker who will guard the last pony in exchange for gold.  Monarch Award 

Winner 2009. 
 

Rylant, Cynthia.  Henry and Mudge and the big sleepover: the twenty-eighth book of 

their adventures.  Henry and his dog Mudge are invited to a sleepover in Patrick's attic, 

where they watch monster movies, eat pizza, and enjoy a contest to determine whose dog 

is the best popcorn catcher. 

 

Silverman, Erica.  Cowgirl Kate and Cocoa.  Cowgirl Kate and her cowhorse Cocoa, 

who is always hungry, count cows, share a story, and help each other fall asleep. 

 

 

 

 

 



Mrs. Olzenôs Recommended Summer Reading 2009 

Grade Three 

 
Bauer, Marion Dane.  The secret of the painted house.  When her family moves from 

Chicago to the country, nine-year-old Emily is drawn to a mysterious playhouse she finds 

in the woods and soon meets its sad, lonely inhabitant.   

 

Birney, Betty G.  The world according to Humphrey.  Humphrey, pet hamster at 

Longfellow School, learns that he has an important role to play in helping his classmates 

and teacher. 

 

Gutman, Dan.  Ms. Krup cracks me up!  A school trip to the natural history museum 

goes awry when the curator, Ms. Krup, loses her giant cockroach and A.J. and his friends 

decide to explore the museum in the middle of the night. 

 

Hurwitz, Johanna.  Class clown.  Lucas Cott, a boy in the third grade, finds it very hard 

to turn over a new leaf when he decides to become the perfect student. 

 

Keller, Laurie.  The scrambled states of America.  The states become bored with their 

positions on the map and decide to change places for a while. Includes facts about the 

states. 

 

Kerrin, Jessica Scott.  Martin Bridge ready for takeoff!  Meet Martin Bridge-a most 

special and ordinary boy whose well-meant plans sometimes go awry. In three illustrated 

stories, Martin encounters two bus drivers with very different ways of relating, makes a 

tough decision about a friend's pet and takes on an extremely competitive model rocket 

project that almost costs him a friendship.  

 

King-Smith, Dick.  The golden goose / Dick King-Smith.  Farmer Skint and his family 

on Woebegone Farm have fallen on hard times, but their luck changes with the arrival of 

a special golden goose. 

 

 

Pennypacker, Sara.  The talented Clementine.  Eight-year-old Clementine, convinced 

that she has no talents, tries to find a way to avoid participating in the class talent show. 

 

Peterson, John Lawrence.  The Littles.  The adventures of a tiny family who live within 

the walls of the Bigg's house. 
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Grade Four 

 

 
Bauer, Marion Dane.  Runt.  Runt, the smallest wolf cub in the litter, seeks to prove 

himself to his father King and the rest of the pack and to earn a new name. 

 

Balliett, Blue.  Chasing Vermeer.  When strange and seemingly unrelated events start to 

happen and a precious Vermeer painting disappears, eleven-year-olds Petra and Calder 

combine their talents to solve an international art scandal. 

 

 

Blume, Judy.  Tales of a fourth grade nothing.  Peter finds his demanding two-year-old 

brother an ever increasing problem. 

 

Creech, Sharon.  Granny Torrelli makes soup.  With the help of her wise old 

grandmother, twelve-year-old Rosie manages to work out some problems in her 

relationship with her best friend, Bailey, the boy next door. 

 

Dahl, Roald.  Fantastic Mr. Fox.  Three farmers, each one meaner than the other, try all-

out warfare to get rid of the fox and his family. 

 

Gantos, Jack.  Joey Pigza swallowed the key.  To the constant disappointment of his 

mother and his teachers, Joey has trouble paying attention or controlling his mood swings 

when his prescription medications wear off and he starts getting worked up and acting 

wired. 

 

Horvath, Polly.  The trolls.   

Eccentric Aunt Sally comes from Canada to babysit the Anderson children while their 

parents are on a trip to Paris and every night the bedtime story adds another piece to a 

very suspect family history. 

 

Myers, Laurie.  Lewis and Clark and me: a dog's tale.  Seaman, Meriwether Lewis's 

Newfoundland dog, describes Lewis and Clark's expedition, which he accompanied from 

St. Louis to the Pacific Ocean. 

 

Namioka, Lensey.  Yang the youngest and his terrible ear.  Recently arrived in Seattle 

from China, musically untalented Yingtao is faced with giving a violin performance to 

attract new students for his father when he would rather be working on friendships and 

playing baseball. 
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Grade Five 

 

Abbott, Tony.  Firegirl.  A middle school boy's life is changed when Jessica, a girl 

disfigured by burns, starts attending his Catholic school while receiving treatment at a 

local hospital. 

 

Bruchac, Joseph.  The Warriors.  Jake has left the reservation for Weltimore Academy 

and entered a different world. Everyone there loves lacrosse, but no one understands it 

the way Jake does, as an Iroquois. And no one understands Jake either. To the Iroquois, 

the game of lacrosse was more than recreation, more than competition. It was sacred.  

 

Clements, Andrew.  No talking.  The noisy fifth grade boys of Laketon Elementary 

School challenge the equally loud fifth grade girls to a "no talking" contest. 

 

Cottrell Boyce, Frank.  Millions.  After their mother dies, two brothers find a huge 

amount of money which they must spend quickly before England switches to the new 

European currency, but they disagree on what to do with it. 

 

Gaiman, Neil.  The graveyard book.  After the grisly murder of his entire family, a 

toddler wanders into a graveyard where the ghosts and other supernatural residents agree 

to raise him as one of their own. 

 

Haddix, Margaret Peterson.  Found.  When thirteen-year-olds Jonah and Chip, who are 

both adopted, learn they were discovered on a plane that appeared out of nowhere, full of 

babies with no adults on board, they realize that they have uncovered a mystery involving 

time travel and two opposing forces, each trying to repair the fabric of time. 

 

Hahn, Mary Downing.  Deep and dark and dangerous.  When thirteen-year-old Ali 

spends the summer with her aunt and cousin at the family's vacation home, she stumbles 

upon a secret that her mother and aunt have been hiding for over thirty years. 

 

Paulsen, Gary.  Lawn boy.  Things get out of hand for a twelve-year-old boy when a 

neighbor convinces him to expand his summer lawn mowing business. 

 

Riordan, Rick.  The lightning thief.  After learning that he is the son of a mortal woman 

and Poseidon, god of the sea, twelve-year-old Percy is sent to a summer camp for 

demigods like him, and joins his new friends on a quest to prevent a war between the 

gods.  Rebecca Caudill Winner 2009. 

 

St. John, Lauren.  The white giraffe.  After a fire kills her parents, eleven-year-old 

Martine must leave England to live with her grandmother on a wildlife game reserve in 

South Africa, where she befriends a mythical white giraffe. 
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Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Fever 1793.  In 1793 Philadelphia, sixteen-year-old Matilda 

Cook, separated from her sick mother, learns about perseverance and self-reliance when 

she is forced to cope with the horrors of a yellow fever epidemic. 

 

Appelt, Kathi.  The Underneath.  An old hound that has been chained up at his hateful 

owner's run-down shack, and two kittens born underneath the house, endure separation, 

danger, and many other tribulations in their quest to be reunited and free. 

 

Connor, Leslie.  Waiting for normal.  Twelve-year-old Addie tries to cope with her 

mother's erratic behavior and being separated from her beloved stepfather and half-sisters 

when she and her mother go to live in a small trailer by the railroad tracks on the outskirts 

of Schenectady, New York. 

 

Fleischman, Sid.  Escape! : the story of the great Houdini.  A biography of the 

magician, ghost chaser, aviator, and king of escape artists whose amazing feats are 

remembered long after his death in 1926. Profiling his early years, personal life, and great 

accomplishments in show business, the story of the famous magician, Harry Houdini. 

 

Green, Tim.  Football Genius.  Troy, a sixth-grader with an unusual gift for predicting 

football plays before they occur, attempts to use his ability to help his favorite team, the 

Atlanta Falcons, but he must first prove himself to the coach and players. 

 

Hahn, Mary Downing.  All the lovely bad ones: a ghost story.  While spending the 

summer at their grandmother's Vermont inn, two prankster siblings awaken young ghosts 

from the inn's distant past who refuse to "rest in peace." 

 

Hale, Shannon.  Princess Academy.   While attending a strict academy for potential 

princesses with the other girls from her mountain village, fourteen-year-old Miri 

discovers unexpected talents and connections to her homeland. 

 

 Kadohata, Cynthia.  Cracker! : the best dog in Vietnam.  A young soldier in Vietnam 

bonds with his bomb-sniffing dog. 

 

Konigsburg, E. L.  The mysterious edge of the heroic world.  Amedo moves to a new 

town with a dream. He wants to discover something and he wants a friend to share his 

search. 

 

Wells, Rosemary.  Red moon at Sharpsburg: a novel.  As the Civil War breaks out, 

India, a young Southern girl, summons her sharp intelligence and the courage she didn't 

know she had to survive the war that threatens to destroy her family, her Virginia home, 

and the only life she has ever known. 
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Grades Seven & Eight  
 

 

 

Avi.  The true confessions of Charlotte Doyle.  As the lone "young lady" on a 

transatlantic voyage in 1832, Charlotte learns that the captain is murderous and the crew 

rebellious. 

 

Abrahams, Peter.  Down the rabbit hole: an Echo Falls mystery.  Like her idol 

Sherlock Holmes, eighth grader Ingrid Levin-Hill uses her intellect to solve a murder 

case in her home town of Echo Falls. 

 

Carbone, Elisa Lynn.  Blood on the river: James Town 1607.  Traveling to the New 

World in 1606 as the page to Captain John Smith, twelve-year-old orphan Samuel Collier 

settles in the new colony of James Town, where he must quickly learn to distinguish 

between friend and foe. 

 

Card, Orson Scott.  Ender's game.  Andrew "Ender" Wiggin, a young genius in Battle 

School, where he is training to fight the alien Buggers, has to put his skills to the ultimate 

test much sooner than he expected. 

 

Clements, Andrew.  Things not seen.  When fifteen-year-old Bobby wakes up and finds 

himself invisible, he and his parents and his new blind friend Alicia try to find out what 

caused his condition and how to reverse it. 

 

Crossley-Holland, Kevin.  The seeing stone.  In late twelfth-century England, a thirteen-

year-old boy named Arthur recounts how Merlin gives him a magical seeing stone which 

shows him images of the legendary King Arthur, the events of whose life seem to have 

many parallels to his own. 

 

Cushman, Karen.  Catherine, called Birdy.  The thirteen-year-old daughter of an 

English country knight keeps a journal in which she records the events of her life, 

particularly her longing for adventures beyond the usual role of women and her efforts to 

avoid being married off. 

 

Cummings, Priscilla.  Red Kayak.  Living near the water on Maryland's Eastern Shore, 

thirteen-year-old Brady and his best friends J.T. and Digger become entangled in a 

tragedy which tests their friendship and their ideas about right and wrong. 

 

Feinstein, John.  Cover-up.  Fledgling fourteen-year-old sports reporters Susan Carol and 

Stevie investigate suspicious activities at the Super Bowl after Stevie gets fired from his 

co-anchor job on a ground-breaking teen sports show. 

 

 

 



Hale, Shannon.  The goose girl. On her way to marry a prince she's never met, Princess 

Anidori is betrayed by her guards and her lady-in-waiting. She must now become a goose 

girl to survive until she can reveal her true identity, and reclaim the crown that is 

rightfully hers. 

 

Lawrence, Iain.  The wreckers.  Shipwrecked after a vicious storm, fourteen-year-old 

John Spencer attempts to save his father and himself while also dealing with an evil 

secret about the English coastal town where they are stranded. 

 

Mass, Wendy.  Jeremy Fink and the meaning of life.  Just before his thirteenth 

birthday, Jeremy Fink receives a keyless locked box--set aside by his father before his 

death five years earlier--that purportedly contains the meaning of life. 

 

 

Mazer, Harry.  A boy at war: a novel of Pearl Harbor.  While fishing with his friends 

off Honolulu on December 7, 1941, teenaged Adam is caught in the midst of the Japanese 

attack and through the chaos of the subsequent days tries to find his father, a naval officer 

who was serving on the U.S.S. Arizona when the bombs fell. 

 

 

Meyer, L. A.  Bloody Jack: being an account of the curious adventures of Mary 

"Jacky" Faber, Ship's Boy.  Reduced to begging and thievery in the streets of London, 

a thirteen-year-old orphan disguises herself as a boy and connives her way onto a British 

warship set for high sea adventure in search of pirates. 

 

Myers, Walter Dean.  Sunrise over Fallujah.  Robin Perry, from Harlem, is sent to Iraq 

in 2003 as a member of the Civilian Affairs Battalion, and his time there profoundly 

changes him. 

 

Patterson, James.  Maximum Ride: the angel experiment.  After the mutant Erasers 

abduct the youngest member of their group, the "birdkids," who are the result of genetic 

experimentation, take off in pursuit and find themselves struggling to understand their 

own origins and purpose. 

 

Pfeffer, Susan Beth.  Life as we knew it.  Through journal entries sixteen-year-old 

Miranda describes her family's struggle to survive after a meteor hits the moon, causing 

worldwide tsunamis, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions. 

 

Sonnenblick, Jordan.  Drums, girls, & dangerous pie.  When his younger brother is 

diagnosed with leukemia, thirteen-year-old Steven tries to deal with his complicated 

emotions, his school life, and his desire to support his family.  Rebecca Caudill Winner 

2008. 

 

Spinelli, Jerry.  Stargirl.  In this story about the perils of popularity, the courage of 

nonconformity, and the thrill of first love, an eccentric student named Stargirl changes 

Mica High School forever. 


